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abstract

The Humor Appearing in the Position of
the Compliment Response

—Using the Methodology of Conversation
Analysis and the Concept of Face

ZHAO Wenteng

This paper focuses on the humor that appears where the
compliment response was expected, using the methodology of
conversation analysis and the concept of face. The analysis revealed
that humor that appears in the position of a compliment response
can function as a compliment response, and the humor is based
on common knowledge among the conversation participants.
Furthermore, it was found that by performing such humor, the
recipient can deny the compliment jokingly and impliedly, avoiding
self-praise caused by accepting the compliment and showing
consideration for the positive face of the speaker. In other words,
the humor that appears in the position of the compliment response
is thought to also accomplish the act of coping with “the dilemma
of the recipient.”
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